CHAPTER  VIII

WHY THE NEW JOHN BULL ?

What is the ultimate explanation of the fact that so much
of British opinion adopts towards other nations guilty of
aggressions which worsen the defensive position of the
Empire, an attitude of 'jubilation' which would have been
utterly inexplicable before the War ? If the commonest
explanation - that this attitude is dictated by fear of Mos-
cow Communism and 'world revolution'- is correct, then
clearly it is a fear now completely out of date, which dis-
regards the facts and ignores the changes of the last twenty

years.

LIDDELL HART, examining the strategic
position of Great Britain in the Mediterranean, as
affected by German and Italian intervention on behalf
of Franco, remarked recently this:
'Strategically, the danger is so obvious that it is hard
to understand the eagerness with which some of the
most vocally patriotic sections of the British public
have desired the rebels' success. Class-sentiment and
property-sense would seem to have blinded their
strategic sight/
But that, as Captain Liddell Hart doubtless realises
is an over simplification. The thing is more complex.
How, in the last analysis do we explain the conduct